
Postering Candidates Rubric 
 20-18 17-16 15-14 13-0 Points 
Purpose Is engaging and fully develops a clear 

purpose appropriate to assignment.  
Each poster is well developed and visuals 
work with verbal text to communicate 
argument. 
 
 

Competent and well-developed purpose;  
Each poster is developed but not as well 
as a 20.  There are places where the 
purpose is not clear because the visuals 
and verbal text don’t seem to fit. 
 

Mostly intelligible ideas; purpose is 
weak, unclear, too broad, or only 
indirectly supported. Posters may not be 
completely developed or the purpose is 
confusing because the visual and verbal 
text conflict or don’t work together. 

Mostly simplistic and unfocused ideas; 
little or no sense of purpose or control of 
thesis. Each poster lacks a clear focus or 
purpose. 

 

Arrangement There is an obvious organizing structure 
to the sections of the posters. The 
information is presented clearly through 
display type and subheadings to create a 
clear visual hierarchy.  Visual weight is 
appropriate and space is used well.  
Alignments make sense. 
 
The posters are visually interesting and 
creative. 

Competent organization, without 
sophistication. The information is 
presented pretty clearly and somewhat 
interestingly through display type and 
subheadings to create a clear visual 
hierarchy.  Visual weight is for the most 
part appropriate though information may 
be confusing. Space not used as well as 
20 and alignment needs work. 
 

Limited attempts to organize.  Overall, 
visual information is difficult to follow 
and not very interesting. 

Organization while attempted was 
unsuccessful. No planned sequence. 
BORING. 
 

 

Visual Unity Type, colors, visual styles, etc. work 
together to create a harmonious text.   
 

For the most part, type, colors, visual 
styles, etc. the visual elements of the 
posters work together to create a mostly 
harmonious text.  
 

Type, colors, visual styles etc. The text 
is not consistent or very harmonious. 
 

It just doesn’t make sense.  

 5 4 3 2 Points 

Presentation/
Production 
Value 

The visual elements look professional 
and do not look amateur and/or 
pixelated. The text and visuals are 
readable/understandable (i.e. there are 
good uses of contrast and the pictures 
and words are legible and readable). 
 

For the most part the visual elements 
look professional and do not look 
amateur and/or pixelated. The text and 
visuals are readable/understandable (i.e. 
there are good uses of contrast and the 
pictures and words are legible and 
readable) though there may be one or 
two places where the production value is 
low. 
 

For the most part the visual elements do 
not look professional and look amateur 
and/or pixelated. There are places where 
the text and visuals are not 
readable/understandable. 

Nope. 
 

 

Editing Makes very few or no grammar, spelling, 
or punctuation errors. Citations correct 
and included.  

Some grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation mistakes.  More time and 
care are needed in editing. Citations 
mostly correct or attempted for the 
whole work. 
 

Spelling and punctuation errors make 
reading difficult. 
Many problems with citations or appear 
to be missing a large number of them. 
 
 

Many spelling and punctuation mistakes 
make it difficult to understand the 
purpose. Citations absent. 
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